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consistencies, in some cases absurdities, arising from two houses, the fol-
lowing method has been proposed as an improvement upon both.
First, to have but one representation.
Secondly, to divide that representation, by lot, into two or three parts-
Thirdly, that every proposed Bill shall be first debated in those parts
by succession, that they may become the hearers of each other, but with-
out taking any vote. After which the whole representation to assemble
for a general debate and determination by vote.
To this proposed improvement has been added another, for the pur-
pose of keeping the representation in the state of constant renovation;
which is that one-third of the representation of each country shall go out
at the expiration of one year, and the number be replaced by new elec-
tions. Another third at the expiration of the second year replaced in like
manner, and every third year to be a general election.
But in whatever manner the separate parts of a Constitution may be
arranged there is one general principle that distinguishes freedom from
slavery, which is, that all hereditary Gowrnmc.nt over a people is to
them a species of slavery, and representative Government is freedom*
Considering Government in the only light in which it should be con-
sidered, that of a NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, it ought to be so constructed
as not to be disordered by any accident happening among the parts; and,
therefore, no extraordinary power, capable of producing such an effect,
should be lodged in the hands of any individual. The death, sickness, ab-
sence or defection, of any one individual in a Government, ought to be a
matter of no more consequence, with respect to the Nation, than if the
same circumstance had taken place in a member of the KnglLsh Parlia-
ment, or the French National Assembly,
Scarcely anything presents a more degrading character of national
greatness, than its being thrown into confusion, by anything happening
to or acted by any individual; and the ridiculousness of the scene is often
increased by the natural insignificance of the person by whom it is occa-
sioned. Were a Government so constructed, that it could not go on unless
a goose or a gander were present in the senate, the difficulties would be
just as great and as real, on the flight or sickness of the goose, or the
gander, as if it were called a King. We laugh at individuals for the silly
difficulties they make to themselves, without perceiving that the greatest
of all ridiculous things are acted in Governments*
All the Constitutions of America are on a plan that excludes the child-
ish embarrassments which occur in monarchical countries. No suspension